E1Socio-economic data concerning the early childhood and the actual life-situation of psychiatric out-patients.
By means of a standarized social psychiatric questionnaire which was developed from the AMP-system and which forms the basis for a standardized case history used in our outpatient clinic, a random sample of 500 ambulant patients from the years 1970 and 1971 were examined concerning their socio-economic data. Patients of the age group of 20-24 years were overrepresented (p less than 0,05) as well as patients of the lower socio-economic classes and patients whose parents were less than 20 years old at the time of the patients' birth. The structure of the family in childhood showed significant differences concerning patients with different social contacts and different diagnoses. Patients who grew up in big families have themselves a relatively large number of children and vice versa (p less than 0,01). A significant correlation (p less than 0,01) consists also between the number of siblings of the patients and the socio-economic class they belong to: Patients from the underprivileged socio-economic classes mostly grew up in big families.